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O WORSHIP THE KING 
O worship the King 
All-glorious above, 
And gratefully sing 
His wonderful love; 
Our Shield and Defender, 
The Ancient of days, 
Pavilioned in splendor, 
And girded with praise. 
Robert Grant 
EDITORIAL 
A Music Number 
As PART of her work at Upland Col-lege, Rachel McBeth of Elizabeth-
town, Pa., made a study of church 
music within the Brethren in Christ 
Church. While not an exhaustive 
study of the subject, she brings to 
light considerable interesting detail. 
Much of the subject material was re-
ceived from conversation with church 
leaders, some of whom were active in 
this part of our church life. The pre-
sentation will make interesting read-
ing to the brotherhood. 
Emerson Frey, who is pursuing 
advanced study in music at Prince-
ton University, presents a discussion 
on "The Place of Music in Worship" 
in this issue. Bro. Frey plans to re-
turn to Messiah College to serve in 
the music department. This depart-
ment has rendered a very meaning-
ful service to the Brethren in Christ 
Church and will become increasingly 
important as we develop an outreach 
in our church ministry. 
This issue also carries the second 
article from Naomi T. Brechbill de-
scribing the setting of her work in 
Alaska. This one and the previous 
article treat in a general and very 
interesting manner the surroundings 
and circumstances under which she 
is teaching. A third number is forth-
coming that will cover the spiritual 
setting and the needs and opportuni-
ties that are there. 
J. N. H. 
Worship 
WHEN HAVE I worshipped? What is it that worship does for my 
soul? How does worship affect my 
personality? 'What constitutes my 
part in a successful worship period? 
How frequently shall I worship? 
The desire to worship is inherent. 
The vehemency of the desire has at 
times expressed itself in violence. To 
throw a child into the white hot arms 
of the god Molech required an explod-
ing emotion of indomitable force, bent 
on worshipping. Worship can be 
meant to appease or magnify. 
The object of true worship is God, 
the Father, Son and Holy Ghost. The 
fact that the Trinity is omnipotent, 
omniscient and omnipresent makes 
worship of God a rewarding experi-
ence. Though man by nature is sin-
ful, true worship first approaches 
God by way of the Cross of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. A transformation takes 
place that renews a right spirit 
within man. 
Satisfactory worship is an act of 
the spirit. The place is incidental, the 
circumstances not necessarily related, 
but the spirit is all important. Some 
have worshipped when loud and bois-
terous demonstrations have released 
an inner pent-up consciousness. Per-
sons with such psychological reac-
tions, possessed of a marked emotion-
al temperament, go home from a di-
vine service disappointed unless con-
siderable emotional release has been 
experienced. 
Others experience worship with 
quiet meditation, hymn participa-
tion, prayer, presentation of tithes 
and offerings and attentiveness to the 
spoken word. Adoration is rewarding 
as a part of worship. I become more 
like that which I adore. Confession is 
strengthening to the sincere partici-
pant. Meditation becomes inspiration 
when divine nuggets of truth are 
thought upon. 
Not everybody leaves a divine wor-
ship service in the same manner with 
similar feelings. The way we leave is 
usually predetermined by the manner 
in which we came. If I came to draw 
nigh to God, I go away with a new 
sense of God with me. 
To lead a worship service is a 
sacred trust. Inspiration by singing, 
coming into the divine Presence in 
prayer, and proclaiming truth as 
divine oracles requires so much of 
God to do it that no room remains 
for ministerial display. 
We are creatures made to worship; 
that is the reason it is such a reward-
ing experience. 
J. N. H. 
Joyful Prisoners 
W. O. Winger 
OF FAR too many it can be said, "If they do not have enough trouble 
and gloom to make them feel and ap-
pear real miserable, they would bor-
row some." Very heartening it is to 
see how the Apostle Paul, bolstered 
by Old and New Testament Scrip-
tures, gives a most buoyant and chal-
lenging invitation, "I therefore the 
prisoner of the Lord, beseech you 
that ye walk worthy of your calling," 
in our language, be a joyful prisoner 
of the Lord, as I am. 
Nehemiah declared, "The joy of 
the Lord is your strength." While 
Job said, "The joy of the hypocrite is 
but for a moment," but, "For those 
who trust in the Lord, sorrow is 
turned into joy." 
Did the poet use too extravagant 
language in writing: "It is joy un-
speakable and full of glory"? The 
Psalmist advises, "Delight thyself in 
the Lord, and He shall give thee the 
desires of thine heart," "Worship the 
Lord in the beauty of holiness," "In 
thy presence is fullness of joy." And 
Isaiah declares to all who seek God, 
"With joy shall ye draw water out of 
the wells of salvation." This exper-
ience of full deliverance from sin 
qualifies us for all of God's rich and 
abundant blessings. 
Tested and tried, those three He-
brew boys were buoyant and confi-
dent, and we believe joyful as they 
faced, and were delivered from the 
fiery furnace. Also, was not Daniel 
joyful in the lion's den? Who would 
not be companying with an angel? 
Jeremiah spoke of mourning being 
turned into joy. Jesus tells us to 
leap for joy when faced with trials, 
temptations, and persecutions. 
James said of temptations, "Count 
it all joy" when ye fall into them. 
While Peter and Jude here invite us 
to the presence of His glory "with ex-
ceeding joy." 
"Wherefore seeing we also are 
compassed about with so great a 
cloud of witnesses" let us joyfully 
receive our blessed, blood-bought in-
heritance, fully surrendering, com-
mitting, and submitting, to our 
blessed privilege in Christ, to be only 
His loving "joyful prisoner." 
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(2) Evangelical Visitor 
The History of the 
Brethren in Christ Hymnal 
Rachel McBeth 
1862-1906 
THE FIRST hymnbook which had general use in our church was pub-
lished by King and Baird of Phila-
delphia, Pennsylvania, in 1862. Itcon-
tained 324 German hymns and 376 
English hymns. The compiling of 
this hymnbook was done by a com-
mittee. As was the custom of the 
early church, the names of the com-
mittee were withheld. It is believed, 
however, that it was compiled by the 
Brethren in Christ. This belief is 
based on the fact that hymn number 
634 of our present hymnbook is the 
same as hymn number 241 in this 
book of 1862. The words of the song 
were written by Anna Zeigler Hess, 
the mother of Abram Z. Hess. 
The thoughts throughout this book 
are serious, and life is considered as 
having many burdens from which the 
individual looks forward to being 
freed to enjoy a better place. 
As to the use of a hymnbook before 
this time it is not certain. Up to this 
time the hymns were sung in German 
and were lined by a leader in charge 
of the service. They were read two 
lines at a time and the congregation 
sang those two lines. This was done 
until the song was completed. They 
had no chorister' in those days, be-
cause it was considered very worldly. 
(The person who "raised the tune" 
used a tuning fork.) 
Brother Eli M. Engle, now de-
ceased, had in his possession a hymn-
book entitled Das Davidische Psalter-
spiel or The Psalter of David. This 
hymnbook was used by a number of 
denominations and bears evidence 
that this was used by the Brethren in 
Christ before 1862. 
According to action of General 
Conference of 1872 a committee was 
appointed to revise the Brethren 
hymnbook and publish it in English 
and German. This book was published 
in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, and was 
ready for use in 1874. This commit-
tee was composed of Abraham M. 
Engle, Samuel Zook, and Jacob M. 
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Engle. In the preface of this hymn-
book it is mentioned that the hymn-
book of 1862 was too small and did 
not give the expected satisfaction. It 
is also stated that the hymns were 
used for meditation, study, and read-
ing. 
At the General Conference of 1878 
it was decided that the members were 
to use the Brethren's Hymnbook 
more extensively. 
In 1884 a third edition of the 
hymnbook was published. 
In 1893, General Conference de-
cided to issue a new hymnbook with-
out any changes; this was the fourth 
edition. This book had the English 
and German hymns in one book. 
There were 924 English hymns and 
397 German hymns. The hymnbooks 
before this time did not have the 
English and German hymns together 
but were separate books. 
In 1897 Wayne County in Ohio pe-
titioned to revise the hymnal and use 
notes. This petition was referred to 
the 1898 Conference for want of time. 
At the Conference it was decided to 
drop the petition. 
'Conference in 1901 decided to re-
vise the fourth (1893) edition. Since 
Conference of 1901 ordered a re-issue 
of the Church hymnbook, suggestions 
were made that any changes should 
be made as long as it did not change 
the tenor of the song. After a care-
ful examination by a committee only 
a few changes seemed necessary. Fol-
lowing the preface in this book there 
are listed the changes made. One rea-
son for the change was that some 
songs were doctrinally incorrect. The 
doctrine of holiness had come into 
our church and some of the words did 
not fit the doctrine. Also some of the 
tunes had to be changed to fit the 
new wording. The committee who 
did this job consisted of Fred Elliot, 
Amos H. Engle, and S. R. Smith. 
During this period singing classes 
were started in Pennsylvania and 
Canada. These began around 1898. 
These classes were held during the 
winter months. They were to pro-
vide entertainment for the young 
people and adults, as well as to teach 
the fundamentals of music. The 
classes consisted of thirteen lessons. 
The material learned in these classes 
was a great help to our church when 
hymnbooks with notes later came in-
to use. These singing classes were 
well attended except for some who 
criticized severely. Reverend John A. 
Climenhaga and Reverend Laban 
Wingert (deceased) were two of 
those who started these classes. 
Another petition was brought to 
Conference of 1901, from the Ohio 
State Council. They asked Confer-
ence to provide a new hymnbook of 
about 200 selections with notes, to be 
used for Sabbath Schools. This, too, 
was postponed indefinitely. 
An incident took place in Lancas-
ter County, Pennsylvania, which 
shows how people felt about books 
with notes. One of the brethren was 
invited to a bishop's home for Sunday 
dinner. Following the meal, in an in-
formal discussion, the visiting 
brother wondered how his host would 
feel in regards to having a book pub-
lished with notes. The bishop defi-
nitely stated that he did not think 
this should be done. In fact, at that 
time, the bishop did not know what 
notes were. The visitor wondered 
why he did not approve. The bishop 
said that cur forefathers did without 
them, so could we. This led into a dis-
cussion of what the forefathers con-
sidered to be wrong. Then the bishop 
asked his visitor, "Would it be all 
right for me to own an automobile?" 
(They were coming into existence.) 
The visitor said, "Oh, no!" With 
this the discussion was dismissed. 
1906-1932 
During the period 1906-1932 many 
changes were to take place in our 
church, one of them being the hymn-
book. 
At the Conference of 1906 a new 
hymnal committee was elected. This 
committee consisted of J. R. Zook, 
(8) 
mittee for a book in round notes in 
addition to the $100 Peter M. Climen-
haga had given. Up to this time only 
$55 had been given toward a book 
with shaped notes. Besides this, 
people were beginning to express 
•themselves more freely against the 
decision of Conference. 
The Committee met and presented 
this item in the Evangelical Visitor: 
Hymnals used in Brethren in Christ 
Churches since 1863: 1. German-English 
(1863); 2. German (1874); 3. English 
(1874); 4. English (1876); 5. English 
(1884); 6. English (1893); 7. English 
(1902); 8. First Hymnbook with music 
(1908). This is in English with 40 German 
songs with meters in the back. 9. Same as 
number eight but with English only (1908), 
10. Book published for S. S. and evange-
listic work (1916). 11. Revised issue of the 
1908 edition (1922). 12. "Spiritual Songs 
and Hymns," present edition (1933). 13. 
"New Spiritual Songs," used for evange-
listic services (1938). 
S. R. Smith, George Detwiler, D. V. 
Heise, and A. M. Engle. 
In 1907 General Conference con-
vened in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 
Before them lay a great decision: 
whether or not a hymnbook with 
notes should be published. Some of 
the reasons for publishing a hymn-
book with notes were these: Some 
think about the words. This would 
bind people, and they would not re-
ceive the inspiration from God they 
should receive. 
Conference, however, voted in 
favor of the book with notes. The 
committee of five, previously men-
tioned, were asked to compile the new 
hymnal. 
i I**0 A . 
churches, more progressive than 
others, were using hymnbooks with 
notes that were published by other 
denominations. There was no uni-
formity. Some of these books were 
as follows: Pentecostal Hymns, 1-2; 
Gospel Hymns, 1-6 consolidated; The 
Best of All; The Brethren S. S. Song 
Book. Also, it was felt that a book 
to be of use for a long period of time 
should have notes. 
There were those who objected to 
having a book with notes published. 
In adopting a hymnbook with notes, 
it became like other song books. This 
was a sign of worldliness. Also peo-
ple were afraid there would be too 
much concentration on getting the 
music right and they would forget to 
Another decision also had to be 
made. Was the hymnbook to have 
shaped or round notes? After much 
discussion, Conference voted in favor 
of shaped notes. 
Following Conference Peter M. 
Climenhaga went home and reported 
this decision to his son, Rev. John A. 
Climenhaga who was studying at the 
Toronto Conservatory of Music. He 
told his father that the book should 
definitely be published in round notes 
if it was to be usable for a period of 
time. Whereupon his father immedi-
ately wrote to S. R. Smith, the secre-
tary of the Hymnal Committee. This 
action was published in the Evangel-
ical Visitor. As a result of this pub-
lication, $2000 was given to the com-
" Conference has decided to use the 
shaped notes, but since this decision there 
are protests coming in extensively from 
over the brotherhood against the shaped 
notes, and in favor of the round notes, and 
since the various Districts were not in-
formed that Conference did consider the 
character of notes to be used, they claim 
that they are not fairly represented in Con-
ference since they could not instruct their 
delegates how to vote, and since hardly one-
half of the delegates and members of Con-
ference voted either for or against round 
or shaped notes, the Committee decided not 
to proceed in the matter untjl the Church at 
large would take it up in the various Dis-
tricts and hold an election to ascertain how 
many are in favor of the round notes and 
how many in favor of the shaped notes, and 
to report the result to the Secretary of the 
Committee and that the Committe would 
only act on what the maj ority of the Church 
at large preferred." 
The Bishops and Overseers of the 
various Districts were to hold an 
election at once to get the feeling of 
people. This statement was written 
by S. R. Smith (E. V., June 1907;. 
In another article S. R. Smith 
wrote for the Evangelical Visitor, he 
stated these interesting facts that he 
had observed: In this period people 
were acquainted with the shaped 
notes and to learn the round notes 
would be to start all over and get a 
rudimentary knowledge of vocal mu-
sic. Those who have learned to sing 
the round notes can sing either one, 
and are without doubt the best sing-
ers, for the reason that they are more 
capable of locating pitch than those 
who ascertain the key only by the 
shape. 
One brother made a remark to this 
effect when Conference passed to use 
notes, "Do you mean to say that vocal 
music is coming into our church?" 
Another brother replied, "We have 
always had vocal music in our church. 
(Continued on page fourteen) 
(i) Evangelical Visitor 
Emerson Frey 
THE WORD "worship" comes from the Old English "worth-ship." In 
bringing the sacrifice of our lives, 
our praise, our homage and adora-
tion we acknowledge the worth and 
divinity of God. We receive in re-
turn God's word to us. 
In worship services music helps 
prepare our hearts for this commun-
ion with God as a corporate body of 
believers. It stimulates our hearts 
and unites our spirits. The individ-
ual will is united with the group will 
through singing together. Luther 
recognized the value of congregation-
al singing, and in his reformation 
restored the music to the congrega-
tion. 
Every possible aid should be given 
to encourage the individual to par-
ticipate in every part of the worship 
service whether by the physical co-
operation of singing, praying or 
reading together or, by the quiet con-
sent of the mind and heart. You 
worship to the extent to which you 
participate! There are things with-
in the individual that may hinder 
worship, or aid worship, and there 
are things external that hinder or 
aid. It is with the external things 
that a churchman should concern 
himself when trying to create an at-
mosphere of worship. This discus-
sion is primarily devoted to three ex-
ternals as they relate to music: 
1. CONGREGATIONAL MUSIC 
For a worship service hymns are, 
as a rule, more appropriate than gos-
pel songs. A hymn is an outreach of 
praise and adoration in contrast to 
the subjectiveness of many gospel 
songs. Hymns should first of all be 
doctrinally correct and tasteful, and 
then musically correct and beautiful. 
They should be in keeping with the 
other parts of the service with which 
they are associated, and they should 
March 9, 1959 
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be easily singable by the congrega-
tion as to range and tempo. Range is, 
of course, predetermined by the com-
poser, but by pitching the hymn up 
or down the range may become more 
singable. The tempo is less difficult, 
but equally important. Some songs 
will become easier to sing if the 
tempo is faster, others will need to 
be sung more slowly. Songs with in-
appropriate waltz-like rhythms such 
gram for learning new hymns should 
be promoted in each congregation. 
Time may be devoted to this in one 
of the less formal services of the 
church or a few minutes taken before 
or after one of these services. An-
other method is to have a musical 
group present the new hymn as a 
part of the service. 
Remember the music of the wor-
ship service should point to God! It 
should be truth clothed in beauty that 
it may unite and lift the worshiper 
Godward. 
For Sunday school, evening and 
evangelistic services the emphasis is 
often a more subjective one. Now 
God is speaking to us, and we speak 
to one another as well as to God. 
Gospel songs with worthy textual 
material and good musical settings 
are now appropriate. Also good 
youth and children's choruses. 
The mistake must not be made of 
using only choruses. Children who 
go to a departmental Sunday School 
devotional and then to Junior Church 
do not have opportunity to learn the 
great hymns of the church if they 
are given only choruses. Children 
will learn a Watts hymn or a Bach 
chorale as readily as adults, and you 
may be surprised to find them pre-
ferred to a lighter diet. 
JL pLe of m UdlC 
in l/Uorski 
as "Majestic Sweetness" or "Jesus 
Lover of My Soul" can be greatly 
dignified by a very slow tempo. Error 
in either tempo and pitch, can be very 
devastating to a worshipful atmos-
phere, so plan them carefully. 
In selecting hymns develop the 
habit of surveying the whole hymnal 
for many good ones are listed under 
other topical headings, as: Nearer 
My God to Thee" or "Abide With 
Me" listed under "Funeral" in Spirit-
ual Songs and Hymns. 
Sing the hymns that your congre-
gation knows. It is hard to worship 
if you are trying to learn the hymn 
or if you cannot participate. A pro-
ip 
On the subject of children's sing-
ing it may be good to caution against 
the common fault of urging children 
to sing louder and louder. Rather let 
them sing in their natural, light 
voices and not try to imitate the 
"chest" or heavy voice of adults. 
Both boys and girls should be en-
couraged to develop the natural so-
prano or alto quality of their "high" 
voices. This is not a loud or over-
powering thing as in an adult choir, 
but a movingly beautiful sound. 
In the area of choruses, choose 
those that have a worthwhile text. 
Many excellent choruses are Scrip-
ture verses set to music. Norman J. 
(5) 
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Clayton writes many of this type 
with good musical settings for the 
Crusader ages. 
Let me emphasize the importance 
of everyone participating. In many 
churches the congregation always 
stands to sing. We may object to 
this because we like to "rest" in 
church. Can anyone actually wor-
ship with a tired body and a drowsy 
mind? The very submitting of one-
self to standing and sitting with the 
rest of the congregation helps pre-
pare you to sing together, and thus 
to worship, as a corporate body of be-
lievers. I have been in a service 
where some people stood, and some 
sat, for a particular part of a service. 
This seems to me to be evidence of a 
lack of unity and oneness and a defi-
nite hindrance to worship. Come into 
the sanctuary expecting to enter 
wholeheartedly into every part of the 
service. You may be surprised, as I 
have been, how receptive your heart 
then is to God's Word. 
2. CHURCH MUSICIANS 
Musicians who have a good Chris-
tian experience, and ability without 
showmanship, are certainly to be de-
sired. What the song leader or or-
ganist does should aid the worshiper, 
not hinder him. Mannerisms, dress 
and personality are other areas that 
need consideration. Song leaders 
should understand the basic conduct-
ing patterns. Practice before a mir-
ror may seem silly, but it will be no 
more silly than what stands before 
a congregation on a Sunday morning. 
A laugh at oneself is certainly to be 
preferred to a laugh from someone 
else over the odd conducting technique 
one may have fallen into. Endeavor 
to provide a definite "lead" in your 
conducting and not just something 
that "follows" the singers or the or-
gan. Avoid a "scolding" approach for 
it is detrimental to the spirit of the 
service. A true leader inspires his 
followers! 
Musical groups should seek to con-
tribute something definite to the 
service beyond a musical "treat." 
Consecrated, capable soloists can 
make a definite contribution. Per-
sonalities should be kept in the back-
ground as much as possible. If sing-' 
ers could sit at, or near the place they 
are to sing and could appear without 
the usual, "We will now have . . ." it 
would help make a smooth running 
service as well as give the singer the 
help of its being less personal. The 
wearing of choir gowns by organist 
and singers should be viewed as an 
aid to uniformity, modesty, and the 
creating of an impersonal atmos-
phere rather than a high-brow, litur-
gical formality. 
(6) 
Give all who can sing a chance to 
sing. Make most use of the best 
singers, all else being equal. Paul 
admonishes in Romans 12 that gifts 
will differ, and each serves according 
to his gift. An humble spirit on the 
part of the church musician will 
cause him to be an aid to worship and 
his song truly a "special." 
3. MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 
Musical instruments are becoming 
more and more a part of our services; 
a few words about them may be help-
ful. The organ and piano will be the 
main instruments used, with the or-
gan for worship and the piano and or 
organ for other services of the church. 
Organ without vibrato for worship 
services and with vibrato for 
evangelistic atmosphere is pre-
ferred. Prelude, postlude and offer-
atory music is most effective if it is 
familiar and the listener can think 
of the words while listening to the 
music. It would be appropriate to 
print the text of good, unfamiliar 
music which the organist may wish 
to introduce to the congregation, in 
the bulletin. The organ should be a 
means of promoting and supporting 
congregational singing and not of re-
placing it. An organ tone that most 
nearly resembles a pipe organ is de-
sired, and a mixture of tones that 
provide a clear "lead" without 
"drowning out" the congregation. Ex-
periment with the organ until you 
find the best stops for congregational 
singing. In at least one make of 
electronic organ, the factory can ad-
just the individual tones in order to 
get the best balance of tone for your 
particular room. Check your organ 
with a critical ear to see if it is be-
ing put to the best use possible. It 
can be a definite worship aid. 
CONCLUSION 
The music of the worship of God 
should be the best music on earth. 
David had "trained" singers in the 
temple. As church musicians we 
should seek to raise the level of 
musical appreciation and musical 
taste. This does not mean that all 
the music we use is of a certain artis-
tic level and we will use nothing else. 
Music must reach the worshiper or it 
misses its point. But it will be neces-
sary for the worshiper to consider 
the advise of Joseph Clokey in his 
book In Every Corner Sing, "If the 
music seems to be over your head 
the best plan is to raise your head." 
There are many levels of musical 
taste among the members of a con-
gregation and all must be considered 
and ministered to. 
The music program of the church 
requires consecrated leadership— 
young people who are willing to 
spend hours in practicing, planning, 
praying and serving. To those who 
have talent, I appeal to you to de-
velop it for Christ and the Church. 
To those who plan the church pro-
gram, I appeal to you to survey the 
'field and visualize the musical poten-
tial among the children and youth of 
your Sunday schools and churches. 
Effort and money expended to de-
velop these talents can pay big divi-
dends in helping youth bridge the 
adolescent age not only into the older 
choirs but also into the church. 
Music is a tremendous activity out-
let for young and old. It should be 
promoted and organized much more 
thoroughly in our local churches. Our 
own church school is now graduating 
young people trained for this minis-
try. If we do not use them other 
churches will! 
"Moreover Hezekiah the king and 
the princes commanded the Levites 
to sing praise unto the Lord with the 
words of David, and of Asaph the 
seer. And they sang praises with 
gladness, and they bowed their 
heads and worshipped." II Chronicles 
29:30 
A view of the new Kindersley, Saskatche-
wan parsonage. Kindersley's new pastor is 
Rev. Lome Lichty, who served for three 
years at the North Star Mission. Plans for 
another Brethren in Christ church in Sas-
katchewan are under, way. 
A Dicture of the Mountain Chapel (Ray's 
Cove), Pa. 
Rev. Norris Bouch, pastor, has completed 
this very nice vestibule addition which is a 
substantial improvement to this rural 
chapel. 
Evangelical Visitor 
To every Indian, and to us mis-
sionaries, Christmas must forever be 
"Bara Din" or "Maran Din." Both 
mean the same thing: THE BIG DAY! 
Not because the day is long, explain 
our Christians to wondering non-
Christians, but because it is the 
birthday of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
I N THE Banmankhi-Purnea area, joyous Christians are out on their 
annual Christmas tour, visiting the 
main centers and bringing joy and 
blessing to the new Christians every-
where. In Barjora the church looks 
rather empty during the week be-
cause the boys and girls have gone 
for vacation, but it fills up for the 
Christmas services and the New 
Year's activities. In Saharsa the 
Christians make this a time of visit-
ing and rejoicing together. In Madhi-
pura and Supaul, something new is 
taking place: the teaching of new be-
lievers the meaning of Christmas, 
and helping them to celebrate this 
great day in a truly Christian man-
ner. 
I wish I could share with you the 
joy which we missionaries know as 
we participate in these activities of 
making Christmas truly Christian. 
Picture yourself in our place for the 
next few minutes: 
THE MADHIPURA CHAPEL— 
To make adequate room for the 
worshippers, a line of benches flank 
the east and west walls. In the cen-
ter is a large piece of canvas which 
has come from some worn-out tour-
ing equipment. Fifty men and women 
fill the benches and the canvas rug 
area. All are Santals, with the ex-
ception of Samuel Rai, who neverthe-
less speaks Santali fluently, and the 
two missionaries who struggle along 
in both Santali and Hindi. But three 
days of learning Scripture, Christ-
mas carols, and the Christmas story 
are paying off. The majority of these 
avid students are new Christians and 
are approaching their first Christian 
Christmas. This is a pre-Christmas 
Retreat. You will find another one 
in progress in Banmankhi. 
Something unusual is happening in 
this little Madhipura Chapel. The Dr. 
Sahib has hurried in with a new rug. 
It is blue cotton with a red border. 
He tells us that it has been given to 
the church. Would we please dedi-
cate it during this pre-Christmas Re-
treat? Yes, we say. So the rug is 
carefully laid in the place of the an-
cient canvas, and we stand and pray 
that the rug will be used only for the 
glory of God. Then the worshippers 
once" more sit down, and quote to-
gether their verses of Scripture 
We Call it 'BARA DIN' 
which they have learned. Over their 
heads wave the gay paper flags which 
they have cut and strung, and on the 
front wall of the church glow the 
silver letters reading "MARAN DIN 
JORAH." ("Greetings for the Big 
Day!") 
Now you are standing on the ver-
anda of 
T H E BIG MISSION BUNGALOW IN 
SAHARSA 
In the homey living-room, there is 
a Christmas nativity scene to one 
side, angels and candles on the piano, 
and the Christmas story on flannel-
graph in one corner of the room. A 
large Christmas tree is decorated 
beautifully with electric lights and 
glows brightly. Tastefully wrapped 
packages announce the fact that to-
day is the Christmas dinner for the 
missionary family. 
Soon the jeeps begin to arrive. 
Here comes the Banmankhi jeep with 
the Engles and Miss Milde bearing 
parcels and a large armful of lovely 
poinsettias. Next comes the Bar-
jora jeep-load, covered with dust 
from their long journey, but filled 
with joy. The children shriek with 
delight as they crawl out of the jeep 
and stretch their cramped iegs. 
Soon the Madhipura jeep comes in 
bearing the doctor and his family 
and Erma Hare. The little Pauluses 
join the rest of the children, and our 
family is now complete. 
As we sit down to our wonderful 
Christmas dinner, there are 29 of us 
ranged around the table. We are a 
happy family, with William Hoke 
sitting at the head, and his wife Mary 
at the other end. Before beginning 
our meal, we feel we must sing! From 
full hearts we lift the strains of 
"Praise God from Whom all blessings 
flow." Christmas is almost a week 
away, but for us it has begun! 
The time is Sunday evening before 
Christmas. You are seated crossleg-
ged on the floor in the 
SCHOOLHOUSE IN SAHARSA 
The place is crowded with Chris-
tians and their Hindu neighbors and 
friends. Children sit tightly packed 
in the front of the large room, and 
the adults fill the rest of the room. 
The occasion is a Nativity Play being 
given by the young people of the 
Saharsa Church. We watch intently 
as the play begins. We are sitting in 
semi-darkness and the platform is 
also dimly lighted. The "Virgin 
Mary" is in prayer and meditation. 
Suddenly a flash of light announces 
the arrival of the angel. A brilliant 
sparkler gives the desired effect but 
also sends a stray spark which catch-
es the flimsy white cotton veil which 
Mary is wearing. It catches fire! The 
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pastor jumps quickly and puts the 
fire out, while Mary calmly puts out 
another spark with her hand. The 
play continues, and Mary sings 
sweetly and calmly the song of ador-
ation. A great hush settles on the 
audience. We have been spared 
tragedy, and the message of Christ-
mas continues unhindered. 
Last evening we sat in the school-
house in Saharsa. This evening we 
are seated cross-legged in 
THE TWO-ROOMED MISSION HOUSE IN 
SUPAUL 
Thirty people are singing Christ-
mas carols. Three languages sound 
forth: English, Hindi and Santali. 
Then our brother, Isaac Paul, enter-
tains us with a Christmas carol in 
Bengali. There is a glad, joyous at-
mosphere as missionaries, Anglo-In-
dians, several of our established 
Christians and the new Santal be-
lievers all join together to celebrate 
the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
This is the first official Christmas 
celebration in Supaul, after many 
years. We spend the evening together 
in rich Christian fellowship and wor-
ship, and then stay for the night, 
leaving the next morning for our 
homes. Says one participant as she 
leaves for her home seven miles dis-
tant, "I feel as though I have already 
had Christmas. This has been won-
derful !" We share her feeling. 
But Christmas is still three days 
away! There is plenty of activity in 
and around Saharsa. We take Mary 
Hoke to the Flower Show to be one 
of the judges. She meets many 
government officials and their wives, 
and makes contacts for the Lord. We 
also share in the sports in which the 
Mission School children and commu-
nity are participating. On Christ-
mas Eve we take part in the Christ-
mas Eve church service and intro-
duce to the audience the first Saharsa 
Choir. They have p r a c t i c e d 
diligently and present their numbers 
with joy and skill. Then we share 
in the community giving of presents 
to each other. Christmas Eve is here, 
and lights glow everywhere. All 
night the Christians sing carols. We 
missionaries also go out to sing the 
praises of our Lord and King; but we 
make sure that we are back in time 
to give tea to hungry, cold carolers 
when they arrive at the big bungalow. 
Christmas morning everyone goes 
to church; that is, all Christians, and 
many non-Christians. We have as 
guests the entire non-Christian en-
gineering staff from Saharsa, and 
many office-workers who are working 
side by side with Christians during 
the week. It is a wonderful chance 
to present the claims of Jesus Christ. 
FROM THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
PRAISE THE LORD ! 
AT THE beginning of each year, out of the many needs, the Foreign 
Mission fields list for the current 
budget only those which appear most 
important, because there are not suf-
ficient funds in sight to cover all. If 
the budget is not met, we must at the 
end of the year so inform the mis-
sionaries and the program suffers. 
Instead of writing them that we were 
short at the end of last year, we re-
ported the need to you. You will re-
joice with the missionaries and us 
that the "liberality of the saints" has 
brought in sufficient funds to meet all 
the 1958 commitments to missions 
abroad. 
PEACE IN THE MIDST OF TURMOIL 
Such was the experience of our 
missionary staff in Cuba during the 
days of the Revolution. Normal 
school and church operations were 
disrupted for approximately a week; 
but a return to the Sunday school 
service on Sunday, January 11, 
brought out a total attendance of 202 
—the highest yet. Property was not 
disturbed and the missionaries moved 
about in freedom even during the 
days of greatest unrest and reorgan-
izing. Now that it is over, there is 
freedom of press, mails travel more 
rapidly, and many of the tensions 
caused by martial law and attend-
. ant conditions have completely dis-
appeared. 
WITH THE JAPANESE WORKERS 
As of January 1, the Graybill 
family discontinued formal language 
study and moved to Hagi and the 
Books moved to Kobe for study. It is 
a welcome change for the Graybills to 
put to practical use the language over 
which they had been spending eight 
to ten hours daily for more than fif-
teen months. Brother Graybill can use 
Japanese in conversation and simple 
presentation of the Word. Sermon 
presentation is still done through an 
interpreter. 
ON FURLOUGH 
Frank Kipe and family, Pauline 
Frey, and Mary Heisey arrived in 
New York, January 26, 1959. Wil-
liam Hoke, General Superintendent 
of our India field, and family will ar-
rive in New York on February 25, 
according to recent word. 
NEXT DEPARTURES FOR THE FIELD 
Glenn Frey and family and Edna 
Switzer are booked to sail from New 
York on the S. S. United States on 
March 6. They sail from England on 
the Carnarvon Castle on March 12, to 
arrive in Cape Town, March 26. 
The Choir sings and Pastor S. N. Rai 
presents a wonderful message. Christ-
mas is here! 
Each Mission Station is having 
much the same program with a 
morning Christmas service. But af-
ter the service, the folks in Madhi-
pura do something different. 
Jump into the jeep with the doctor 
and his wife and family and come 
along to 
THE VILLAGE OF JOLARHI 
This is a Santal village. As the 
jeep approaches, you notice the fes-
tive air of the entire village. Two 
lines of newly-planted banana trees 
mark an entrance to the head-man's 
house. You notice the lines of flags 
and paper chains. They look familiar! 
So does the banner "Maran Din 
Johar" with its silver letters shim-
mering in the sunlight. You are 
right. These are the decorations 
which hung in the chapel in Madhi-
pura during the pre-Christmas Re-
treat. New Christians have joyfully 
decorated their homes and made them 
ready for the Great Day. There are 
the usual greetings and washing of 
feet. Guests are welcomed, then all 
participate in a Christmas service. 
Soon the group go to a nearby village 
and sing for two hours. This is a 
good chance to give a clear witness 
to the Lord Jesus Christ. Today is 
the birthday of the King. 
The rest of the week continues in 
much the same manner. There are 
visits to Anglo-Indian Friends in Du-
meria and Dewanganj. There are 
sports in Barjora and a heart-warm-
ing evidence of appreciation for Bar-
jora's pastor, Rev. and Mrs. Andreas 
M. Charan. They are leaving for 
Begu Sarai where they will be shep-
herding the Christians. 
In the Banmankhi-Purnea area the 
Engles are out on tour, visiting 
Christians in their villages. Pastor 
Benjamin Mirandi and a team of joy-
ous consecrated Santals, take their 
food and start out on foot for other 
villages so that as many Christians 
as possible may be contacted through-
out Christmas week. 
So Christmas continues until New 
Year's Day—a time of great rejoic-
ing and definite witnessing. We 
thank you for sharing it with us. 
Forevermore, may you carry with 
you the joy of BARA DIN ! 
"Oh, come let us adore Him, Christ 
the Lord!" 
Leoda Buckwalter 
(8) Evangelical Visitor 
PREACHERS 
The Holy Spirit: 
His Office and Nature 
Elam 0. Dohner 
PART II 
PAUL'S letter to the Romans begins after a long (15 verses) Christian 
salutation which is in reality a 
Kerygmatic testimonial. With Ch. 
1:17-18 he plunges to the very core 
of God's righteousness and wrath to-
ward all ungodliness. With ever in-
creasing sweeps of the pen he plunges 
Jew and Gentile alike, into the 
morass of sinful corruption and 
beastly iniquity, and then consigns 
them to "worthy death" without any 
excuse to plead, Rom. 1:32-2:1. In 
chapter 2:1-11, we stand face to face 
with God the Judge, totally respon-
sible and totally guilty. Next, he 
moves into the area of "law" and de-
nunciation of Jewish supremacy. In 
Ch. 3 we get glimpses of hope but 
not through the Law. Law's virtue 
here is simply a policeman's ticket 
of violation and summons to stand 
trial. 
Chapter 4 sets up the "Faith of 
Abraham" in a real sense, and by it 
wafts all—Jews and Gentile alike— 
into the privilege of justification by 
faith through Jesus Christ. 
In Chapter 5 the first cycle of the 
Roman letter reaches a thrilling and 
positive finale. "—because the Love 
of God is shed abroad in our hearts 
by the Holy Ghost" (v. 5)—and, 
where sin abounded, grace did much 
more abound." • 
Like the Prodigal Son of Luke 15, 
returning home to a forgiving father, 
we have a sense of hurrying to our 
heavenly father from the swine pen 
of sin. In the first five verses of Ch. 
5, we are presented with the royal 
ring of sonship with its eight spar-
kling jewels: Peace, Access, Joy, 
Glory in trial, Patience, Experience, 
Hope and Love. 
Now a progressive cycle begins in 
Ch. 6 that extends through Chapters 
7 and 8. 
First let IUS notice death number 
"one" in Ch. 5:21. This is the death 
to the old life, experienced at conver-
sion, the death symbolized by bap-
tism, (Ch. 6:3). Subsequent deaths 
will be noted later. 
In a nutshell, Chapter 6 declares 
the responsibility we now shoulder 
as Christians to live lives of right-
eousness unto God, servants to right-
eousness (vs. 18 and 22). We are 
free from the old sin life and we now 
belong to God. But remember, Sin is 
sin and its wages is death just as 
God's gift is eternal life through Je-
sus Christ our Lord. Our life is a 
continuous option on life or death, de-
pendent solely on our relationship 
with Sin or with Christ in day-by-day 
living. 
Now "Law," (Ch. 7:1 ff.) is still 
valid to determine what is right and 
what is sin, but law is dead so far as 
a means of redemption is concerned. 
This presents not a problem of doc-
trine, but a problem of living ethics. 
The law reveals when I'm righteous 
and when I am guilty, but it provides 
no power to keep me from the same 
sins which I committed before I knew 
justification. Truly, my joy knows 
no bounds when I realize that by the 
grace of God I am reconciled through 
Christ, but when I would do good I 
just don't have what it takes. When 
I would say "no" to sin, an inner pas-
sion possesses me and I do exactly 
opposite to what I know a Christian 
should do. Hence, the life that was so 
thrilling in its first awakened realiza-
tion I now find to be one of perpetual 
conflict, and more conquerer than 
conquering (vs. 14-21). 
Furthermore I am aware that my 
acceptance of this "so great salva-
tion" does not excuse sin, nor give 
license to do the same things that I 
did in the former years of unbelief. 
Hence the inner conflict; the war 
within, the agony of mind and spirit 
and in the end, the death that sin 
straps to my back (vs. 24-25) is like 
the soul cry of desperation calling 
unto God for deliverance and in the 
same breath confessing the very crux 
of the conflict. The seeming, ill-placed 
praise in vs. 25a seems logically here 
to be a combination of saying, "I only 
know to turn again to the same 
Lord Jesus in despair, whom I con-
tinually thank God for, as my merci-
ful forgiver over and over again. I 
know of no one else, and desperately 
I come again." 
This is a 2nd Death, Gal. 5:24. I, 
Paul says, had an option, a choice 
either to die to "Self" or die to the 
"Spirit" (Ch. 8:6-10). He chose the 
former. 
The heart of this paper therefore, 
is .that "Believers" have a step of 
faith to take as believers, and that 
step is the asking for the Holy Spirit 
of promise (Jn. 14:17; Luke 11:13). 
The cost is high—absolute surrender, 
(Rom. 12:1). But the result is tre-
mendous. It is at this point that we 
chose to suggest one possible correct 
usage of the term "sanctification." 
Not the offering of self, not the 
power of victory experienced, nor the 
process in any manner; but God's 
acceptance of my sacrifice on His al-
tar of service. His seal of acceptance 
or approval (Eph. 1:13-14; 4:30; II 
Cor. 1:22). Again we assert, this is 
not a seal which cannot be broken. 
This is not "eternal security." How-
ever, only wilful disobedience will 
nullify and now the will is changed, 
the self will is broken, is surrendered, 
is crucified. 
With this approach, let us now con-
trast Rom. 8 with Rom. 7. 
First the triumphant, opening 
testimony. Next, the contrast of 
aroma. Ch. 7 is constant death (13 
times), while 'Ch. 8 is preponder-
antly life. 
In Ch. 7 companion words to 
"death" are flesh, sin, bondage, and 
law and in the end, the desperate cry 
of the "wretched." In Ch. 8 the 
"Spirit" is repeated 22 times and al-
ways with a capital "S" except when 





Happiness In The 
Home 
Dr. Walter Wilson 
This widely-used booklet on mar-
riage and the home by the "beloved 
physician" has just gone through its 
11th edition. 
Attractively bound in a white 
leather-grained cover with gold de-
sign, it makes the ideal gift by the 
minister to a newly married couple. 
It contains 45 pages with a center 
spread Marriage Certificate. Written 
by a Christian physician, this is a 
booklet which a pastor may give with 
confidence. 
The price of the booklet including 
gift envelope is 75c and may be pur-
chased from the Christian Light Book-
stores or Evangel Press, Nappanee, 
Indiana. 





Naomi T. Brechbill 
LIFE ABOVE the Arctic Circle is a bit different from living in the Garden 
Spot of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, 
or the San Joaquin Valley, California. 
Bettles Field, in the interior of Alaska, 
is located thirty-five miles north of the 
Arctic Circle and 200 miles north and 
west of Fairbanks. The immediate country 
is a level valley about 400 square miles in 
area and 665 feet above sea level. 
In the summer the tundra is covered 
with thousands of pools, lakes, and me-
andering streams and millions of mos-
quitoes. The oozy moss-covered muskeg 
is very treacherous. One does not wander 
aimlessly over the tundra for it is bottom 
less in many places. Tractors have been 
known to disappear if they were stranded 
in muskeg. There are patches of land 
where willow, spruce and birch grow to a 
height of fifteen to thirty feet. 
To the south are the Yukon Hills. To 
the north is the world famous Brooks 
Range which is the home of the grizzly 
bear, and the caribou, with a scattering of 
moose. 
The reflection of the rising or setting 
sun on the snows of the Brooks Range is 
a thing of magnificent beauty. The bright 
rose changes to soft rose to cold blue as 
the sun sets. 
In the immediate vicinity of Bettles Field 
there is an abundance of blueberries and 
cranberries. But one wants to know what 
cranberries of interior Alaska look like or 
the Eskimo children will have the laugh 
on you. 
Bettles Field is a Civil Aeronautics Ad-
ministration station and a Wiens Alaska 
Airlines stopover. It is primarily a navi-
gational aid for civilian and military air-
craft flying to Barrow and over the North 
Pole to Europe. The airplanes are con-
trolled by ground/air radio circuits. 
Weather observations are broadcast twice 
hourly. These observations are made every 
hour. There is a gravel airstrip running 
due north and south which is used by CAA, 
Wiens and the Air Force. 
The population of Bettles Field, 45 per-
sons, consists of CAA personnel, Wiens 
employees and their families and a small 
Air Force detachment. A number of natives 
occupy log cabins just north of the station 
on the bank of the Koyukuk. 
Bettles Field climate is Arctic-Continen-
tal. The lowest recorded temperature was 
—:65°, the highest was -4-92°. The extremely 
cold temperatures are accompanied by clear 
skies and brilliant sunshine. During the 
(10) 
low temperature readings the trees and 
bushes are always covered with hoar frost 
making the landscape look like a fairyland. 
The rainfall in the summer is moderate. 
The winter snowfall is heavy. The high-
est recorded snowfall was 116.6 inches in 
1950-51. 
Here one dresses for the cold. Woolen 
longjohns, slacks, shirts, sweaters, parkas, 
mitts, socks and mukluks are the usual 
outdoor dress. The native is quite ingen-
ious in making beautiful parkas of lynx, 
seal, mink, sable, rabbit, or just plain cloth 
which are beautifully fashioned. 
The mukluks are made of caribou skins 
and decorated with beaver and intricate 
beadwork. To believe mukluks can keep 
your feet warm you must experience walk-
ing in them. Your feet keep as warm as 
toast even at 50° below. The parka (pro-
nounced parkay) is an outer garment that 
is perfectly suited for the cold of the 
Arctic. It is surprising how warm the 
ruff of fur on the hood keeps the face. 
Hunting and fishing are excellent. The 
rivers teem with grayling, the lakes with 
Northern Pike and many kinds of trout. 
The timber and scrub land have the moose, 
ptarmigan, weasel (ermine in winter), 
lynx, mink, sable. There is an abundant 
supply of carnivorous predators such as 
wolves, foxes, and wolverines. 
Spring and summer find the tundra cov-
ered with wild flowers. The wild life and 
flowers give the photographer plenty of 
excellent opportunities. Near Bettles Field 
a team of Walt Disney's motion picture 
studio photographers shot many scenes of 
his wild life pictures. 
The question asked most often concerns 
the winter's darkness and the summer's 
daylight. On December 21 the sun rises 
in the southeast, slips across the horizon 
for two hours, never showing more than 
half of itself, then drops out of sight. In 
December the darkness is complete from 
3 p.m. to 9 a.m. The dawn and twilight 
are hours in duration. March 21 the days 
and nights are equal. By June 21 the sun 
has reached its northern climax and the 
Arctic region is ablaze with 24 hours of 
life-giving sunshine. Nature has now bal-
anced its days and nights. By September 
21 the days and nights are equal again. 
No story of Alaska is complete without 
an attempt at describing the Northern 
Lights. This is a phenomenon peculiar to 
the Arctic region. Their mysteries are be-
ing studied. Just outside my kitchen win-
dow is a camera placed there by the Uni-
versity of Alaska at Fairbanks. This 
camera takes pictures every few minutes. 
Many a night I have stood at my north-
ern window and watched the Lights playing 
across the sky. Sometimes you can see red, 
orange and amber. Usually they are pastel 
green, blue, and gray. The restless Lights 
look like giant velvet drapes that are ever 
changing as if blown by a gentle breeze. 
When asked for an explanation, a sour-
dough drawled, "You can't; it won't stand 
still long enough." The Eskimos and 
Indians have explanations for the Northern 
Lights which would not stand scientific 
examination. 
The ice breakup, which usually occurs 
in May, on the Koyukuk or any river in 
the Arctic is an experience to be remem-
bered. Years ago wagers were made as to 
the month, day, hour, minute and second 
the breakage would occur on the Koyukuk. 
I was told if a "cheechako" (newcomer to 
Alaska) once witnesses the freezeup and 
the breakup he no longer is a "cheechako" 
but a sourdough and will remain in Alaska. 




The dog team is still in use in the north-
ern part of Alaska. From the air one can 
see many trails and teams traveling over 
the frozen rivers. A team is composed of 
any number of dogs. There is always a 
lead dog which is selected with great care 
because upon this dog depends the life or 
death of the rest of the team and his mas-
ter. These dogs must have team sense, 
have the ability to find and remain on the 
trail even if it is covered with many 
inches of new fallen snow; and they must 
have stamina to endure long hours on the 
trail. Some natives own "malamutes" 
which are wild half-breeds being part 
wolf. They are savage beasts because they 
are kept chained and not fed unless they 
are in harness. 
However, not all sled dogs are vicious. 
As I moved around to take a picture at 
Anaktuvak Pass I backed into the dogs 
as they lay on the snow. I was frightened 
but they showed friendliness and posed 
for me, moving as I moved. 
Transportation at Bettles Field is mod-
ern and ancient. The most interesting is 
an old jeep that is tied together which 
one can ride to Evansville (native village) 
or down to the radio field. 
In the winter one travels by dog team 
or on snowshoes. In the summer the 
Yukon boat, powered by a motor, is used 
on many rivers. Week-ends at Fairbanks 
or Tanana are scarce because the round 
trip fare is $60 plus your lodging and 
meals. 
Here on the tundra you do not rush 
around the corner to the supermarket or 
the drugstore. A shipment of groceries 
came today (Wednesday) which I ordered 
a week ago Monday. The total bill was 
$48.31 plus $11.13 air freight. Would you 
like to know some of the prices? 
1 loaf bread—50c 
1 stalk celery—69c 
1 head lettuce—53c 
1 doz. eggs (medium)—79c 
(Grade AA-large—$1.20) 
1 No. 2 can sliced pineapples—69c 
1 large can orange iuice—85c 
1 lb. pork chops $1.79 
Enough? ? Of course wages are accord-
ingly high also. Sears, Roebuck and Mont-
gomery Ward catalogs are well-worn books 
in every household. If you are in a 
hurry you send for air-speed delivery from 
Seattle or Portland. Otherwise you use or-
dinary parcel post and wait two or three 
weeks. 
If you want a different way of life 
without the frills, the modern complica-
tions, the mad rush—move to interior 
Alaska above the Arctic Circle. You will 
learn life is much more pleasant when 
the strain of a more complicated way of 
life isn't continually pressing upon you. 
There you will find an easy grace of living. 




Arthur Brubaker at Spring Hope, Pa., 
March 8-22; E. J. Swalm at Toronto, March 
8-15; Walter Winger, at Refton, Pa., Feb. 
15-March 1; W. F. Williams at Zion, Kan-
sas, February 15-March 1; Clair Shenk at 
Mt. Pleasant, Pa., February 22-March 8; 
Charles Rife at Ferguson Valley, Pa., Feb-
ruary 22-March 8; C. R. Heisey at Messiah 
College, Pa., February 12-22. 
BULLETIN-BITS 
David Wengen, Valley Chapel, Ohio 
writes: 
"We are encouraged with the interest and 
attendance of the youth work. A girls' 
chorus of fourteen are under the direction 
of Elsie Bechtel and Arlene Miller. William 
Misnsr leads the boys' group in weekly ac-
tivities." 
The David Buckwalters of Shanesville, 
Ohio recently spoke at the Maple Grove 
Mennonite Church, Holmesville, Ohio. 
Carl Ulery, bishop of the Central Confer-
ence, spoke at the Village Church, Nap-
panee, Indiana, February 1. 
Congratulations to Fairland, Pa., for 
building a fund of $15,704.17 in a bit more 
than one year for their new sanctuary. 
John Heistand, pastor of the Marietta 
Congregational Mennonite Church, began a 
revival service at Lancaster, Pa., Sunday 
evening March 1. Rev. Heistand is pastor 
of the radio program, "Crusade for Christ." 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Reilly, Elkhart, 
Indiana were guest speakers at Fairview, 
Ohio, Sunday, March 1. Rev. Reilly is 
Foreign Secretary of the United Missionary 
Society. 
Erwin W. Thomas was fraternal delegate 
of the Brethren in Christ Church in attend-
ance at the General Conference of the 
United Missionary Church, held at New 
Carlisle, Ohio, Feb. 25-March 2. 
Dr. Myron Boyd, director and speaker of 
the Light and Life Hour, was a guest 
speaker on the campus of Messiah College, 
Wednesday, February 11. 
Clarence Center, New York 
October was our month for missionary 
emphasis. Mary Thornton, Sudan Interior 
Mission, spoke and showed pictures. Samuel 
Wolgemuth, chairman of the Foreign Mis-
sion Board, highlighted the day on mis-
sions, and Edith Miller, via tape recording, 
gave us glimpses of her work in Africa, on 
missionary day, October 26. Sunday School 
interest and attendance is on the increase. 
A high of 162 was reached one Sunday 
during the Enlargement Campaign. 
The Christmas program entitled "Christ-
mas Wonders" was presented by the Junior 
Sunday School. The following Sunday 
evening, December 28 a joint Christmas 
musical program was rendered by some 
from our group and members of the E. U. B. 
Church under the direction of J. Norman 
Hostetter. They are now in preparation of 
a program of Easter music for Easter Sun-
day evening. 
J. C. K. 
Fairland Congregation, Cleona, Pa. 
Dr. Kenneth B. Hoover spoke on the 
theme, "The Home—a Center of Religious 
Instruction," to the Adult Christ's Crusad-
ers on Sunday evening, December 7. 
Rev. and Mrs. Glenn Frey, returned mis-
sionaries from Africa, were guests of the 
Women's Missionary Prayer Circle on De-
cember 10. 
The Fairland Mixed Chorus and the 
Young People of the Sunday School pre-
sented a program on Sunday evening, De-
cember 21. The theme was, "The Coming 
of the Great Light." 
Installation of teachers and officers was 
held Sunday morning, December 28. Dr. 
Titus Books brought the morning message, 
"Neglected Altars." 
A Watch-night Service was held New 
Year's Eve. The evening was divided into 
five sessions. The prayer service, which 
was in charge of Rev. Eugene Wenger, a 
musical program, a film, a social and fel-
lowship hour in the basement. A Com-
munion Service was observed, thus ending 
the old year. 
We were privileged to have the Senior 
Choir from the Carlisle Brethren in Christ 
Church present, "Night of Miracles," on 
Sunday evening, January 4. 
The January meeting of the Women's 
Missionary Prayer Circle featured Rev. and 
Mrs. J. Wilmer Heisey from the Navajo 
Mission, New Mexico. 
On February 1 was Youth Day for the 
Christ's Crusaders. The theme for the day 
was, "Living for Him." 
In the morning worship service, a chorus 
of 36 teenagers sang. The sermon was 
"Your Life—Mess or Message." The scrip-
ture used was Joshua 24:15. Rev. Clark 
Hock, pastor, gave the sermon. 
In the afternoon the group visited the 
Beth-Israel Synagogue in Lebanon. Then 
there was an impromptu speech contest. 
A fellowship lunch was served in Chin-
ese style by Mr. and Mrs. H. T. Ho of 
China, now students at Messiah College. 
Many of the youth tried using chop sticks. 
Thirty-five persons enjoyed the meal. 
In the evening the discussion was, "The 
Bible and Sex." Dr. Harold Engle of 
Palmyra, spoke to the fellows and Mrs. 
Charles Eshelman of Grantham, addressed 
the ladies. The day was climaxed by an 
illustrated sermon, "The Most Important 
Person in your Life," by Rev. Hock. 
Harold Eckert, President of the Lebanon 
County Gideon Society, spoke to the Sun-
day school on Sunday, February 8. 
A World Day of Prayer Service, spon-
sored by the churches of Cleona was held 
at the Fairland Church on Friday evening, 
February 13. Pastor Hock spoke on the 
theme, "Lord, I Believe." A Combined 
Church Choir was under the direction of 
Alfred Brandt. 
On Saturday, February 7, thirty members 
of the Men's Fellowship felled four large 
trees north of the church to make room for 
the new building. Donated free labor to-
wards the building program is one of the 
projects sponsored by the Men's Fellowship 
of the Fairland Congregation. 
Locust Grove Church, York Co., Pa. 
November 22-23 we had a Bible Confer-
ence. 
Saturday evening the sneaker was Rev. 
Paul McBeth of Elizabethtown, Pa. 
Our speaker for Sunday the 23rd was 
Rev. A. J. Metzler of Akron, Pa. 
He gave a short talk to the children in 
Sunday School. Following Sunday School 
he gave a message from the 13th chapter 
of I Corinthians, the Love Chapter. 
In the afternoon he gave an interesting 
talk on "Courtship and other Friendships." 
The evening message was a challenging 
one on, "Personal Work, Its Various 
Fields." 
November 27 we had a Thanksgiving 
service. Rev. Charles Melhorn from Hill-
side Chapel in Llewellyn, Pa., was our 
speaker. The Helping Hands Sunday 
school class sponsored a food shower for 
the Melhorns, who belonged to our congre-
gation before going to Llewellyn. 
December 7 Bishop Charlie Byers of 
Chambersburg, Pa. gave us the message of 
the morning on the subject, "How the 
Church Grows." 
January 14 was our annual congrega-
tional council. 
January 21 Rev. J. Wilmer Heisey gave a 
home missionary message in our prayer 
meeting hour. His message centered around 
their work with the Navajo Indians in 
NeV Mexico. 
February 1 was child dedication when 
Bro. and Sr. Jos. Lehman, Jr., and Bro. and 
3r. Harvey Zook, Jr., presented their babies 
to the Lord. 
February 15 we had as guest speaker 
Rev. Harry L. Brubaker of Mt. Joy, Pa., 
who brought the morning message. 
—N. S. 
Manheim, Pa. 
The Manheim Congregation started the 
New Year by holding revival meetings. E. 
J. Swalm was our evangelist. We truly 
thank God for the many truths which were 
brought to us through God's Word. Our 
hearts were revived anew. Three souls re-
ceived help during the meetings. 
Jan. 21, Gospel Words and Music Radio 
Staff shared our prayer meeting with us. 
Jan. 25, "Benefits of Revival and How To 
Keep It" was the theme for our Christ's 
Crusaders Program. 
Or.lando, Fla. 
From the land of sunshine we send 
greetings to the readers of Evangelical 
Visitor. While many are enjoying the snow 
of winter we are enjoying a mild winter 
season here. With the coming of the cooler 
months many visitors were found in our 
various worship services. 
We have been greatly privileged to have 
several of our guests share their ministry 
with us. 
Early in November Dr. and Mrs. A. M. 
Climenhaga spent about ten days in this 
area. We appreciated the strong mission-
ary challenges given in the -services in 
which they ministered. Their visit was es-
pecially appreciated since our geographic 
location is out of orbit for many mission-
aries doing deputation work. 
Mrs. Esther Blanco, missionary to Spain, 
spoke to us Sunday evening, December 28. 
We began the new year in a revival 
campaign. Rev. C. R. Heisey ministered 
to us from the Word. His deep messages 
brought us closer to the Lord. For the 
spiritual gains during this time we render 
thanks to God. 
At the mid-point of our revival we gave 
our attention to the "regions beyond" as 
Rev. and Mrs. Ira Stern spoke to us of the 
mission program in the Rhodesias. 
We have many surprises here. On Janu-
ary 25, Dr. and Mrs. C. N. Hostetter, Jr., 
were with us. Again we were richly fed 
from the Word as it was opened to us. 
In a recent W. M. P. C. Sr. Rosa Eyster 
spoke to us of the work among the Navajos. 
Bishop H. S. Miller was with us for a 
council meeting January 31. 
We crave your prayers on behalf of the 
church here in the south. God has a mis-
sion for us and it is our heart's desire to 
fulfill His will on this behalf. 
Gerald Wingert, Pastor 
Chambersburg, Penna. 
The Rev. M. P. Krikorian of Philadelphia 
was our guest for December '7. In the 
morning service he gave us a graphic por-
trayal of the Shepherd Psalm. The eve-
ning service carried a prophetic theme. 
Saturday night, Dec. 13, we visited 
Africa by way of pictures shown by Rev. 
and Mrs. Ira Stern. Sunday morning the 
Sterns shared in the Sunday School and 
Worship Service. 
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Dec. 21, we rejoiced anew in the birth of 
our Saviour as we heard Christmas carols 
sung by children from the Jr. Dept. of the 
Sunday School. The Congregational Chorus 
presented their annual Christmas Musical 
Program in the evening. 
Bishop Alvin Burkholder visited our 
church on Dec. 28, bringing the morning 
sermon. 
Our revival services began on January 4, 
with Rev. Andrew McNiven as evangelist. 
He held the attention of his audience with 
his picturesque speech and rhyming 
phrases, but above all he spoke as the mes-
senger of the Lord. With the Spirit of the 
Lord upon him he spoke on the joy of sins 
forgiven for the sinner and the blessings 
of a life of holiness for believers. God 
honored His word by giving us new victor-
ies and restorations of joy. May the Lord 
help each one of us to be obedient followers 
and rightfully employ the blessings gained. 
January 25, we enjoyed the ministry 
of Mrs. Esther Blanco, missionary to Spain. 
In her very energetic way this lady gave 
us a fascinating report of the Lord's work-
ing in spiritually darkened Spain. 
Breezes from Upland, California 
National Crusader's Day—February 1 
brought a challenge to the Crusaders who 
in turn served the rest of the congregation. 
The first event was a breakfast at Up-
land College. 
Next, in the Church School Special Bob 
Kruse, Jerel Book and Dorcas Cline dis-
cussed, "Living for Him." 
The messages in the morning and eve-
ning, "Enlisted or Defeated" (Pastor 
Dourte) and "How Do We Develop Con-
victions?" (Dr. John Martin) spoke to all 
of us. Prior to the evening message a 
teen-age jury with Dr. Ernest Boyer as 
Moderator brought "Living for Him in 
Building Convictions" down to everyday 
living. 
In the afternoon groups of the Crusaders 
carried sunshine to shut-ins. 
Director of Religious Education. Curtis 
Byer succeeded Amos Buckwalter. 
Christian Service Brigade. God is great-
ly blessing this youth group which began 
a few months ago. We need more leaders. 
Dedication of Children. On November 9 
seven children with their parents com-
memorated this service. 
Naylor-Rickel. We welcome back from 
Marino Congregation Rev. and Mrs. Cletus 
Naylor. We thank the Lord for new 
"called-out" ones, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph 
Rickel, who have taken over their first 
pastorage. God bless them. 
Sewing Circle. In the December meet-
ing instead of our usual sack lunch, a pot-
luck covered dish dinner was served. Sev-
eral specially invited guests were present. 
Pastor and Mrs. Dourte were presented 
with a beautifully decorated anniversary 
cake—their fifteenth wedding anniversary. 
Christmas. As we commemorated the 
birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
our hearts were thrilled by various musical 
programs: The Choir accompained by a 
harp, organ and piano brought us the 
Christmas Oratorio by Camielle Sans, The 
Vesper Academy Choir under the direction 
of William Haldeman, and the College 
Motet. choir under Director Royce Saltz-
man. 
The Church School gave an interesting 
and challenging program. How the Carol-
lers and Cherubs can sing! 
•Offering. Have we remembered Christ's 
gift? The Christmas offering for Foreign 
Missions and Relief was over $1,300. 
All are invited. Thanks to Pastor and 
Mrs. Dourte who served tea to all guests 
from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. Christmas day. 
Watch-Night Service which concluded 
with meditation and communion. 
Fellowship Meetings: 
Nov. 23—Men's Fellowship Dinner. 
Dec. 17—Father and Sons' Brigade Dinner. 
Jan. 15—Women's Christian Fellowship 
Dinner. 
Tunes at Twilight by the Chino Ladies 
Choral Group. 
Sketches at Sunset. 
Martha of Bethany by Edna Wingerd 
Fannie Crosby by Jennie Brechbill 
Mrs. Malinda Eyster by Frances Harmon 
Guest Speakers. Pete Willms, Bishop 
R. I. Witter, Dr. John Martin, Cletus Nay-
lor and Bishop Monroe Book. 
Anticipation. The dedication of Upland's 
new sanctuary, March 22. 
LOVE FEASTS 
Ontario 
Toronto April 4, 7 p.m. 
Boyle April 11-12 
Frogmore April 18-19 
Howick April 25-26 
Sunday School Convention May 2 
Springvalu May 9-10 
Oak Ridges May 16-17 
Rosebank May 23-21 
Sixth Line May 30-31 
Falls View June 6-7 
BIRTH! 
MARB—Glen and Doris (Shoalts) Marr, 
Wainfleet, Ont., announce the arrival of Suz-
anne Ruth on June 18, 1958; a sister for 
Cynthia. 
WARD—Sharon Lynn came to bless the 
home of Charles and Margaret (Marr) Ward 
on Sept. 11, 1958, another addition to the 
Wainfleet Brethren in Christ cradle roll. 
VITTIE—Mr. and Mrs. A. Vittie welcomed 
John Thomas into their home, at Wainfleet, 
on November 24, 1958. 
MARB—Harold and Rhoda (Cloke) Marr 
are happy to announce the arrival of Harold 
Jonathan, on Jan. 8, 1959, a playmate for 
Billy. 
OrORETZKE — A son, William DwTain, was 
welcomed into the home of Ronald and Mil-
dred (Wolgemuth) Goretzke on Jan. 10, 1959, 
a playmate for Dennis. 
HENNINGEK—A baby girl, Martha Alice, 
was born into the family circle of Mr. and 
Mrs. Marlin Henninger, Jr., on Feb. 5. 1959, 
completing a quartet of girls. The Henninger's 
attend Conoy Brethren in Christ Church, 
Elizabethtown, Pa. 
MAMM—Eugene and Vivian (Noel) Gramm 
of Morrison, 111., welcomed a son, Darrell 
Eugene, Feb. 11, 1959, a playmate for Lucille. 
BOOKS—Born to Mr. and Mrs. Elmer L. 
Books, a son, Elmer L. Books, Jr., on Jan. 
12, 1959. 
HERSHBER&ER — Mr. and Mrs. Atlee 
Hershberger, Grantham, Pa., announce the 
birth of a daughter. Bonita Sue, born on 
Saturday, Feb. 14, 1959, a sister for Timothy 
and Lorraine. 
MUIiEYA—A son, Josiah Lester, was born 
to Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Muleya, Grantham, 
Pa., a brother for Josephine, Jacob and John. 
CTTTMAN—A son, Donald Allen was born 
Sept. 26, 1958, to Allen and Cecelia Cutman, 




The General Conference of the 
Brethren in Christ Church is sched-
uled to convene June 10, 1959 at 
Messiah College, Grantham, Penna. 
The General Conference Program 
Bulletin is now being compiled. All 
matter for inclusion in the Bulletin 
should be in the hands of the General 
Conference Secretary not later than 
April 1, 1959. 
We ask all Regional Conference 
and Congregational Secretaries, Board 
and Committee Secretaries and all 
others having material for publica-
tion in the Bulletin to kindly give at-
tention to the matter. 
Any Congregational Secretary not 
having received the Report Forms 
should contact me immediately and 
the forms will be sent. 
We wish to emphasize the impor-
tance of providing accurate information 
on the Report Forms. It is from 
these reports that vital information is 
gathered which is concern to the 
General Conference and the local con-
gregation. 
H. H. Brubaker 
General Conference Secretary 
2001 Paxton Street, 
Harrisburg, Pa. 
HEISEY—Doyle Henry Heisey, a new son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Mervin Heisey and a brother 
for Beth, Glenn and Karen, born May 16, 
195S. 
MILLER — Donna Jean, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Clarence Miller, born Jan. 19, 1959 
DOURTE—Jesseen Lynn, daughter of Rev. 
and Mrs. Jesse Dourte and sister for Maxine, 
Loine, Marjorie, Colleen and Nevin, born Feb. 
6, 1959. 
ANSPACH—Douglas Kent, a son for Mr. 
and Mrs. Ralph Anspach, born Feb. 8, 1959. 
ERIEDRICH—Stephen and Donna (Saylor) 
Friedrich are happy to announce the birth of 
their first child, Susan Ingrid, on January 3, 
1959. 
RUEGrG—Mr. and Mrs. Howard Ruegg of 
Ridgeway, Ontario, are happy to announce 
the arrival of their son, John Randy, on 
January 1, 1959, a brother for Linda. Colleen, 
Louis and Shawn and a member of the cradle 
roll a t Sherkston, Ontario. 
LEHMAN—On Jan. 6, 1959 Rev. and Mrs. 
Charles Lehman welcomed a son, Joseph Le-
Roy into their home. 
CARRIAGES 
•WAOS-GONER-LENKER — Miss Ruth Marie 
Lenker, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
Lenker of Millersburg, Pa., and Mr. Garry 
Waggoner, son of Mr. and Mrs. Herman 
Waggoner of Mechanicsburg, Pa., were united 
in marriage Sunday, Feb. 1. 1959, in the home 
of the bride's parents. The ceremony was 
performed by Rev. Luke Keefer, uncle of the 
bride. The bride is a member of the Free 
Grace congregation. They are both employed 
in the Harrisburg State Hospital. 
HEISEY-WINE — Miss Romaine Wine, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. G. F. Wine, Leba-
non, Pa., and Mr. D. Earl Heisey, Landis-
ville, Pa., were united in marriage Feb. 7, 
1959. The ceremony was performed by J. 
Clair Shenk in the home of Jesse Mellinger, 
Lancaster, Pa. The couple will reside at 
Landisville, Pa. 
(W Evangelical Visitor 
OBITUARIES 
LINKEY — Mrs. Alma E. Linkey departed 
this life to be with her Lord, Thursday, 
February 5, 1959, a t the age of 73 years, 9 
months and 27 days. She was horn at Rock-
ford, 111., and moved with her parents to 
Des Moines, Iowa, where she received her 
education in music, both voice and instru-
mental. She was a firm believer in being born 
again. Under the ministry of Bishop J. R. 
Zook she was converted and joined the 
Brethren in Christ Church. She took a delight 
in helping many who needed help. 
She leaves to mourn her loss her husband, 
Irvin C. Linkey, and four children: Frances 
Haldeman, Lesta Fiesher, Charlotte Robertson 
and Cedric Linkey. A daughter preceded her 
a few years ago. There are 6 grandchildren 
and two great-grandchildren. 
Alma Linkey was laid to rest in Bellevue 
Mausoleum, Ontario, California, Pastor Dourte 
officiating. 
W E S M R T — Ray Allen Wengert, infant 
son of Samuel Hock Wengert and Mary Esther 
Musser Wengert, died at the Chambersburg, 
(Pa.) Hospital, January 12, 1959. 
Surviving are the parents; a brother and 
three sisters: Donald Lee, Lois Jean, Nancy 
Marie and Carol Ann, all at home; the pa-
ternal grandparents, and the maternal grand-
parents. 
Graveside services were held at 1:30 o'clock 
on January 13, 1959, at the Air Hill ceme-
tery, north of Chambersburg. The Rev. Har-
vey B. Musser officiated. 
KEEPER—John E. Keefer, 75, of Millers-
burg, Pa., passed away Jan. 31, 1959, in the 
Harrisburg Hospital following a brief illness. 
He was born Sept. 8, 1883, a son of the late 
Rev. John A. and Lizzie Novinger Keefer. 
He was united in marriage to Lizzie Yingst 
in 1908, with whom he observed the fiftieth 
wedding anniversary on May 2, 1958. To this 
union were born seven children. Aside from 
his wife he leaves to mourn, three daughters: 
Mrs. Thomas Lenker and Mrs. Richard Wit-
mer of Millersburg, Pa., Mrs. Alpheus Etz-
weiler of Elizabethville, Pa., and four sons: 
Rev. J. Edgar Keefer of Halifax, Pa., Rev. 
Luke L. Keefer, Paul F . Keefer and Earl E. 
Keefer, all of Millersburg, Pa. 
Besides his immediate family he is survived 
by twenty grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren, two brothers and three sisters. 
Bro. Keefer accepted Christ in 1908 and 
united with the Free Grace congregation to 
which he was faithful until his departure. 
He also taught in the public schools of the 
vicinity for some forty-seven years. 
Funeral services were conducted from a 
funeral home in Millersburg, Feb. 3, in charge 
of Rev. Henry N. Hostetter of Washington 
Boro, Pa. Interment was made in the Breth-
ren in Christ cemetery, Millersburg, Pa. 
BURKHOLDER — Mrs. Miriam La Fever 
Burkhoider was born at Lancaster, Pa., July 
21, 1900, and departed this life at Eureka. 
California, January 28, 1959. She leaves to 
mourn their loss her husband, one daughter, 
Mrs. Jack Lessor of Eureka, Calif., one 
granddaughter Sandra, other relatives and a 
host of friends. 
In 1934 she was united in marriage to 
Harry C. Burkhoider at Pasadena, California. 
Har ry and Miriam enjoyed a happy married 
life and in recent years they traveled ex-
tensively. She was loved by all who knew 
her and enjoyed a large acquaintance. Her 
willingness to serve and help others was 
manifest throughout her life. 
When living in Pennsylvania, she was active 
in the Presbyterian Church. This past sum-
mer she definitely received Christ into her 
life and enjoyed the blessing of His presence 
in her lingering illness. The realization of 
peace with God and with her fellowmen was 
precious and resulted in her peacefully fall-
ing asleep in Jesus. Miriam's home-going 
services were conducted by Pastor E. Dourte, 
assisted by Rev. John Smith of Eureka, Cali-
fornia, in the former Upland Brethren in 
Christ Church. Interment was in the Ontario 
Bellevue Mausoleum. 
TREY—Mrs. Martha Frey, wife of the late 
Albuardus Frey and daughter of the late Ben-
jamin and Annie Herr of Florin, Pa., passed 
away Jan. 13 having lived to the age of nearly 
97 years. 
She is survived by three daughters and 
two sons: Cecelia, wife of Graybill Wolgemuth 
of Mt. Joy, with whom she resided 19 years; 
Emma, wife of James Painter of Lancaster; 
Martha, wife of I ra Heller of Florin with 
whom she resided the last 12 years; Furry 
and Mowery of Lampeter, Pa. 22 grandchil-
dren and 45 great-grandchildren. 
Grandma Frey had a strong affection for 
her grandchildren and she was much loved by 
them. She chose them for her pallbearers 
and to minister at her funeral. She longed 
and prayed for an undivided family in heaven. 
Tape recordings of the funeral were made for 
four of them who are far away in Gospel 
work. For the Glenn Diller family, pastor in 
Oregon. Erma Diller is the daughter of 
Christ and the late Ada Wolgemuth who pre-
ceded Grandma to Heaven 15 years ago. For 
the Avery Heisey family in San Francisco 
Mission and John Schock, pastor at Sparta, 
Tenn. Emma Heisey and John are the children 
of Jacob and the late Annie Schock whom 
God took five years ago. Annie and Ada were 
the two eldest daughters deceased. For 
Samuel Wolgemuth who was at the World 
Congress on Evangelism in India. 
The service was held at the Manor Brethren 
in Christ Church with Bishop Henry Hostetter 
and Rev. Henry Frank of the Mennonite 
Church of which she was a member, officiating. 
MCC NEW T 
MDS Annual Meeting Report 
Floods, earthquakes, epidemics, fires or 
any events which disrupt normal activities 
of people have been defined as disasters. 
When disaster strikes, much tragedy can 
often be averted if rescue operations begin 
promptly and efficiently. 
At the MDS Annual Meeting in Chicago, 
Feb. 12-13, more than 30 representatives of 
local Mennonite Disaster Service units dis-
cussed the role of Mennonite churches in 
Canada and USA in times of such emer-
gency. Total attendance was over 50, in-
cluding strong Canadian representation. 
Evaluation of the Meeting 
Delegates attending the meeting termed 
the sessions inspirational. MDS is matur-
ing in concept; as understanding of it 
grows, requests come in from new areas 
asking that they be related to the program. 
"I have never seen anything grip the 
layman like this," commented Harry Mar-
tens. 
Devotions conducted by Wilbert Loewen 
and a message by guest speaker David Der-
stine, Jr., "The Good Samaritan Lives On," 
set the tone of the meeting. Christians are 
true neighbors only if they make a spiritual 
impact on communities as well as helping 
them physically. They must be more than 
angels of mercy. They must share their 
faith in God. 
Items Discussed 
Suggestions for making MDS contribu-
tions more effective included: 
1. Preparing a pamphlet for distribution 
among disaster victims while help is given. 
The text will contain a brief history of 
MDS and an interpretive statement of our 
Christian motives for helping. 
2. Producing a filmstrip to inform Men-
nonite constituencies how MDS operates. 
The film-strip will be based on actual ex-
periences. 
3. Investigating radio communication 
possibilities in local areas, with a view to 
making communications in time of disaster 
dependable. 
4. Setting up definite geographic lines so 
units know which areas they are respon-
sible for. 
5. Utilizing the services of women more 
fully. Women can serve by preparing 
meals, providing nursing care, cleaning up 
homes. They are deeply concerned to be of 
help. 
6. Training both men and women in first 
aid. 
7. Providing adequate leadership. MDS is 
a lay movement with lay leadership. It is 
important that leaders be able to handle 
men and equipment, meet with national 
officers, direct the work along clear lines 
without militarizing. Some training along 
technical lines is essential. Most important 
is dedication to the cause of Christ, because 
MDS is more than social service. 
When Disaster Strikes 
To demonstrate what an MDS group 
should do when word of a disaster has been 
received, Kansas representatives led by 
Harry Martens conducted a mock opera-
tion with the whole group. The practical 
demonstration was very educational. Par-
ticipants felt it provided something tangible 
to take home to their local units. 
New Officers 
Three new officers were elected as mem-
bers of the Mennonite Disaster Service Co-
ordinating Committee. They are Dal.; 
Rufenacht, Archbold, Ohio, chairman; Ray-
mond Hess, Souderton, Pa., vice chairman: 
L. L. Swartzendruber, Greenwood, Del., sec 
retary. 
Seminar on Race Relations 
Plans for the Seminar on Race Relations 
are progressing satisfactorily, reports Jess 
Yoder, secretary of the planning committee. 
The Seminar will be held April 17-18 at 
the Woodlawn Mennonite Church, Chicago, 
111. 
Appointment of delegates who will repre-
sent the various Mennonite church groups 
at the Seminar is under way. Total repre-
sentation will be approximately 50 persons. 
Panels, discussions and presentation of 
papers have been scheduled for this period 
of study and searching. The Rev. Ralph 
Abernathy, associate of Dr. Martin Luther 
King in the inter-racial work in Montgom-
ery, Alabama, will address a public meet-
ing Friday evening, April 17. 
A tour of areas of racial transition in 
Chicago and visits to related projects is 
planned for Saturday afternoon. An invi-
tation has been extended to all delegates 
and guests to conclude the meeting by par-
ticipating in a Sunday morning worship 
service with the Woodlawn interracial con-
gregation. 
Church Peace Mission Conference. 
The Word of God in the Nuclear Age is 
the theme of the third National Church 
Peace Mission Conference which will be 
held at Evanston, 111., April 20-23. The 
Church Peace Mission was set up in 1950 by 
Protestant groups interested in the cause 
of peace. Its purpose is to bring together 
Christians who desire to witness against 
war and want the church to speak to the 
same effect. MCC serves as the sponsoring 
agency for the Mennonite constituencies. 
Fifty delegates have been allocated to the 
Mennonite churches. J. Harold Sherk, 
NSBRO executive secretary, has been ap-
pointed MCC Peace Section representative. 
The four main topics to be discussed are: 
1. Theological and Biblical Basis for 
Christian Peace Action 
2. Christian Dynamic for Social Change 
3. Christian Faith and International 
Politics 
4. Christian Peace Strategy and Nuclear 
Weapons. 
NEWS ITEMS 
NAE Leaders Score Protestants' Response 
To Pope's Call 
Reaction of some Protestants to Pope 
John XXIIPs recent call for an ecumenical 
council to discuss ways of bringing about 
Christian unity has drawn a strong state-
ment from the Executive Committee of the 
National Association of Evangelicals. 
Deploring "the division in the ranks of 
Protestantism," their statement said: 
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"NAE deplores the division in the ranks 
of Protestantism in response to the call of 
the Pope for an ecumenical council. His-
torically, Protestants have always stood for 
two things: 
" 1 . Final authority of Scripture in faith 
and life, and 
"2. Liberty of the believer to interpret 
Scripture subject to the Holy Spirit. 
"The favorable attitude of liberal Protes-
tants toward possible Pro'.estant-Catholic 
cooperation ignores these mighty gains of 
the Reformation and, thus, fails the great 
Protestant public." (EP) 
For The Missions-Minded: 
World population, "now passing through 
a phase of unprecedented expansion," will 
hit the three billion mark by 1963. 
So says a UN report on "Future Growth 
of World Population." Most of the in-
crease, the U.N. says, will take place in 
"backward countries." (EP) 
New Boys' Magazine Announced 
Venture, a magazine for boys and young 
men, is soon to be launched as an official 
publication of Christian Service Brigade. 
Described as "distinctly a Christian period-
ical with strong adventure and boy appeal," 
the monthly magazine will include fiction, 
Brigade program ideas, photo features and 
news of Brigade events. 
A special introductory summer issue of 
Venture will be released in May, 1959. 
Regular subscription copies are to be pub-
lished in the fail of 1959. 
Prayer Focus on Spain 
Sunday, March 15, will find evangelical 
Christians around the globe joining in a 
"World Day of Prayer" for Spain. 
And well they might, for its need is 
great. 
Evangelicals in Spain cannot erect build-
ings which by sign, symbol or architectural 
design are identifiable as churches. 
Neither can they issue public invitations 
for acceptance of Christ, or operate a 
Christian school or college. 
They cannot establish hospitals, publish-
ing houses or book stores. 
It is difficult, and in some cases impos-
sible, for Protestants to be married. If a 
person was as an infant registered in the 
baptistry record of Spain's traditional re-
ligion, he may be forced to wait one or two 
or even three or four years for permission 
to be married. 
These conditions have existed for some 
time, but recent years have seen only a 
worsening of the situation. Three years 
ago the Spanish government seized all the 
Bibles and New Testaments of the Spanish 
Bible Society, and since that time has im-
posed a rigid prohibition on all printing, 
importation or circulation of the Scriptures. 
Government orders have also forced the 
closing of all Protestant schools in Spain, 
including the Union Theological Seminary 
of Madrid. 
During 1957, 20 Protestant churches were 
closed. In 1958, local governments permit-
ted a number of new buildings to be erected 
for growing Protestant congregations. But 
after they were built, the government is-
sued stern directives forbidding their use. 
In all six churches, the largest of these the 
Baptist Church of Calle Verdi in Barcelona, 
were closed during the past year. 
With freedom of press, education, wor-
ship and even marriage suppressed, evan-
gelicals of Spain went to prayer in Febru-
ary. They watch with hopeful eye the for-
mation of the new Unio Espanola (Spanish 
Union) political party by strange-bedfellow 
liberals and rightists who have joined for-
ces to oppose the Franco regime. And they 
wait for all of evangelical Christendom to 
join them in heartfelt prayer on March 15. 
A Boy's Prize Answer to the Judge 
LEXINGTON, Ky. (EP)—When Judge 
Bart N. Peak asked a 12-year-old boy why 
he had stolen $3, he received an unex-
pected reply. 
"To have enough to go see 'The Ten 
Commandments,' " the lad said. 
He was placed in custody of juvenile 
authorities. 
VBS Workshops for Assemblies 
SPRINGFIELD, Mo. (EP)—During Jan-
uary and February representatives of the 
Assemblies of God Sunday school depart-
ment will demonstrate a new Vacation 
Bible School course in 30 workshops 
throughout the United States. 
Mikoyan Majors in 
"Materialistic Uncertainty" 
With something of the impact of his 
personality still felt across the nation, 
Russian Deputy Premier Anastas I. Mi-
koyan, the Kremlin's No. 1 salesman, can 
be best understood by Christians in the 
light of his earlier training. 
Mikoyan joined the Bolsheviks in 1915 
right after his graduation from an Armen-
ian seminary at Tiflis, to which his father 
had sent him to become a Catholic priest 
of the Nestorian rite. 
Discussing his education, Mikoyan said: 
"When I received my certificate, I had a 
very clear feeling that I did not believe in 
God and that I had, in fact, received a 
certificate in materialistic uncertainty; the 
more I studied religion the less I believed 
in God." (EP) 
Commissioning of the 5,000 
CHICAGO, 111. (EP)—More than 5,000 
persons stood before an altar nearly three 
stories high here to pledge themselves to 
a visitation effort to secure nearly 1,000,-
000 new members for Chicagoland Protes-
tant churches. 
The 5,000, who will be joined by many 
others to form a mass visitation army of 
7,000 workers, heard four speakers from 
their own city: Dr. Harrison Ray Anderson 
of the Fourth Presbyterian Church; Dr. Alan 
Redpath of Moody Memorial Church; the 
Rev. William A. Johnson of Greater St. 
John Baptist Church; and Dr. Jerald C. 
Brauer, dean of the Federated Theological 
Faculty of the University of Chicago. 
In his remarks, Dr. Redpath declared: 
"Our goal is not simply to bring a mass of 
additions to church membership, but to see 
men transformed by the Holy Spirit." 
The Holy Spirit 
(Continued from page nine) 
contrasting with the former spirit of 
bondage (vs. 15) and man's own 
spirit (vs. 16). 
The chapter thrills throughout 
with sons, heirs, quickened, hope, 
liberty, love, conquerors. 
No longer is Paul concerned with 
freedom from "Mosaic law." Here it 
is freedom from the "law of Sin." 
Now the Spirit helps us pray (vs. 
26) ; the Spirit searches the heart 
(vs. 27) ; and the Spirit gives assur-
ance under false accusations (vs. 
33). Here is freedom not only 
from law and from sin, but also a 
freedom to do, to serve, abound in 
prayer and fruitage. 
No note of fear or despair mars 
this chapter. Even though the flesh 
is still human flesh, subject to hun-
ger, cold, persecution, danger and 
sword. Very much aware and ex-
posed to death, and "other world" 
powers, exaltation and depression, 
Paul sings out like the psalmist, "I 
will fear no evil for Thou art with 
me." This speaks rather figuratively 
of a third death. "I die daily" (I 
Cor. 15:31). 
There is yet a fourth death which 
Paul refers to with something akin 
to anticipation (I Cor. 15:51-57). 
There death becomes a victory (vs. 
54), and, hence, the final earthly 
praise which for Paul may well 
symbolize the connecting link be-
tween two lives: "Thanks be unto 
God which giveth us the victory 
through Jesus Christ our Lord." (I 
Cor. 15:57). 
/ / this analogy be true and such a 
life in the Spirit is God's plan for His 
people, then we would herald with 
Paul that "ye present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God, which is your reasonable serv-
ice." 
History of Church Hymna! 
(Continued from page four) 
Vocal music comes from the vocal 
cords way down in the throat." 
In making these decisions it was 
felt that much love and tolerance had 
to be shown. 
The 1908 Conference decided that 
publication of a hymnbook should be 
accomplished without delay and Con-
ference pronounced in favor of the 
round notes. With this decision, the 
Hymnal Committee elected at the 
1906 General Conference proceeded 
to work. 
Their first step was the selecting 
and gathering of hymns. Choice selec-
tions were sent in by various Dis-
tricts of the Brotherhood. The Com-
mittee selected hymns, both old and 
new, which they believed would be 
a real inspiration to the true wor-
ship of God. They could hardly ex-
pect to avoid all criticism because of 
the diversified opinions on almost all 
subjects and achievements. But with 
hope and full confidence they launched 
this book with a feeling that they 
would have the approval and appre-
ciation of at least the majority of our 
people. 
The final selections for the hymnal 
were to be made from these songs 
(U) Evangelical Visitor 
that had been gathered. These breth-
ren met in the city of Chicago from 
July 29 to August 23 in 1908. The 
reason for meeting in Chicago was 
that it was near the publisher, E. 0. 
Excell. J. R. Zook and S. R. Smith 
were elected to make the final decis-
ions and arrangements for the com-
pilation of this hymnal. (Spiritual 
Hymns, 1909) 
In deciding the songs to be used, a 
number of items had to be kept in 
mind. The hymns must be suitable 
for use in the various services of the 
Church. They had to be in accordance 
with the doctrine of the Church. The 
tunes were to be adapted to the true 
spirit of worship, free from a frivo-
lous nature. 
The most perplexing problem was 
the matter of the copyrights. The 
brethren said that this was a "won-
derful muddle" (E. V., August 15, 
1908) and that it "is extremely diffi-
cult and not a little embarrassing to 
complete such a work without in-
fringing on somebody's rights." Due 
to jealousy between publishers, some 
copyrighted hymns could not be se-
cured at any price. However, some 
publishers were willing to give the 
use of copyrights, because they felt 
the songs should be used to the glory 
of God. Others gave theirs at a re-
duced rate. 
The March 1, 1909 issue of the 
Evangelical Visitor came out with 
the statement that the new Hymnal 
was ready for distribution. It was 
pronounced by Hymnal publishers to 
be one of the best hymnals published. 
About one-half of the songs were 
new, and with some of the old reliable 
songs these were all set to music. 
Missions Abroad 
Africa 
General Superintendent's Residence, P. O. Box 
711, Bulawayo, Southern Rhodesia. 
Rev. Arthur M. Climenhaga 
Mrs. Arthur M. Climenhaga 
Miss Velma R. Brillinger 
Mr. Donald Potteiger* 
SOUTHERN RHODESIA 
Matopo Mission: Private Bag 191T, Bulawayo, 
Southern Rhodesia. 
Rev. and Mrs. David E. Climenhaga 
Mr. and Mrs. David Brubaker* 
Miss Florence R. Hensel 
Miss Ruth Hock 
Miss Ruth T. Hunt 
Miss Rhoda G. Lenhert 
Miss Elva Lyons 
Miss Dorothy Martin 
Miss Eva Mae Melhorn 
Miss Mildred E. Myers 
Rev. and Mrs. Jacob R. S'henk 
Matopo Outstat ions: Private Bag 201T, Bula-
wayo, S. Rhodesia, Africa. 
Rev. and Mrs. J. Robert Lehman 
Mtshabezi Mission: Private Bag 102M, Bula-
wayo, Southern Rhodesia. 
Mission Staff: 
Rev. and Mrs. Glenn C. Frey 
Rev. and Mrs. George E. Bundy 
Rev. and Mrs. Alvin Book 
Miss Anna Graybill 
Miss Miriam D. Heise 
Miss Nancy J. Kreider 
Miss Helen Pyke* 
Miss Edna M. Switzer 
Outstation Staff: 
Rev. and Mrs. Frederic L. Holland 
Mtshabezi Mission Hospital: Private Bag 
101M Bulawayo, Southern Rhodesia 
Dr. R. Virginia Kauffman 
Wanezi Mission: Private Bag 129S, Bulawayo, 
Southern Rhodesia. 
Mission Staff: 
Rev. and Mrs. Elwood Hershey 
Miss Gladys I. Lehman 
Miss Martha Long* 
Miss Anna R. Wolgemuth 
Bible School Staff: 
Rev. and Mrs. Jesse F. Lady 
Miss Mabel Frey 
Outstation Staff: 
Rev. and Mrs. Donald Zook 
NORTHERN RHODESIA 
Macha Mission: Private Bag, Choma, Northern 
Rhodesia. 
Mission Staff: 
Rev. and Mrs. Earl Musser 
Miss Lois P. Davidson 
Miss Dorothy Jean Gish 
Miss Fannie Longenecker 
Miss Edith E. Miller 
Hospital Staff: 
Dr. and Mrs. Alvan E. Thuma 
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Engle* 
Miss Martha L. Lady 
Miss Edna E. Lehman 
Sikalongro Mission: P. O. Box 131, Choma, 
Northern Rhodesia, 
Rev. and Mrs. Lewis B. Sider 
Miss Kathryn Hossler 
Miss Norma Brubaker 
Nahumba Mission, P. O. Box 173, Choma, 
Northern Rhodesia. 
Rev. and Mrs. A. Graybill Brubaker 
Kafue Training Ins t i tu te : P. O. Kafue, N. 
Rhodesia, Africa. 
Miss Anna Kettering 
India 
General Superintendent's Residence, Saharsa 
Mission, F. O. Saharsa, IT. E. Railway, 
District Saharsa, Bihar, India. 
Miss Esther G. Book 
Rev. and Mrs. Allen S. Buckwalter 
Miss Leora Toder 
Barjora Mission: P. O. Barjora via Murliganj 
N. E. Railway, District Saharsa, Bihar, India. 
Rev. and Mrs. Arthur Pye 
Miss Beulah Arnold 
Miss Ruth E. Book 
Madhipura Mission: P. O. Madhipura, N. E. 
Railway, District Saharsa, Bihar, India. 
Dr. and Mrs. George E. Paulus 
Miss Erma Z. Hare 
Banmankhi Mission: P. O. Banmankhi N. E. 
Railway, District Purnea, Bihar, India. 
Rev. and Mrs. Charles E. Engle 
Purnea Mission: P. O. Purnea, N. E. Railway, 
District Purnea, Bihar, India, in charge of 
Rev. Charles E. Engle 
Ulubaria Mission: P. O. Ulubaria, District 
Howrah, West Bengal, India. 
Rev. and Mrs. A. D. M. Dick 
"Anand Bhawan," 5/3 Roop Nagar, Delhi, India 
Rev. and Mrs. Joe B. Smith 
Japan 
11 Hijiwara, Hagi City, Yamaguchi, Japan. 
Rev. and Mrs. John Graybill 
122 Yamamoto-dori, 4 Chome, Ikuta-Ku, Kobe, 
Japan. 
Rev. and Mrs. Doyle Book 
Cuba 
Cuatro Caminos, Habana Province, Cuba. 
Rev. and Mrs. Howard Wolgemuth 
Rev. and Mrs. John Pawelski 
Missionaries on Fur lough 
Rev. and Mrs. I. M. Stern, c/o Aaron Stern. 
Mill Hall. Pa. 
Miss Mary Jane Shoalts, c/o Roy Shoalts, 
R. 1, Wellandport, Ontario, Canada 
Miss Mary E. Stoner, Box 46, R. 2, Mif-
flintown, Pa. 
Rev. and Mrs. Peter A. Willms, c/o E. L. 
Guengerich, 1496 N. Fi rs t Ave., Upland, Calif. 
Miss Mary Engle, Abilene, Kansas, c/o Mrs. 
Frances Engle 
Miss Pauline Frey, c/o L. M. Frey, Abilene, 
Kansas 
Rev. and Mrs. H. Frank Kipe, c/o Omar 
Kipe, R. 1, Waynesboro, Pa. 
Miss Mary E. Heisey, c/o S. W. Heisey, 
Center Hall, Pa. 
Rev. and Mrs. William R. Hoke, Pleasant 
Hill, Ohio 
*1-W and voluntary service workers 
There were a few songs listed in the 
back without music but with the 
meter given. Included in the 4,872 
copies published, there were about 
500 copies printed that contained an 
appendix of about 42 German hymns. 
•These books were bound in a green 
cloth cover. They contained 599 
hymns and gospel songs. The total 
cost of the publication was $2,994.50 
for 4,872 copies. The total cost for 
the copyrights was $937. This book 
was reprinted in 1910. 
This hymnal sold for 60c. Some 
people complained this was too ex-
pensive. S. R. Smith stated, "After 
all, what is 60c for a church hymnal 
that has been adopted by General 
Conference and which we can call our 
own." (E. V., March 15, 1909) 
Mr. Charles Stover, a member of 
our Philadelphia Mission at that 
time, gives this little item of interest: 
Brother S. R. Smith and Brother 
Climenhaga visited the Mission and 
took some books with them. These 
people had the privilege of listening 
to some of these hymns sung. One 
of the brethren remarked as the song 
"Oh, I Never Shall Forget How The 
Fire Fell" was sung, that the hymn 
alone was worth 60c (E. V. 1909). In 
the April 1, 1909 Evangelical Visitor, 
Mr. Stover gave his sentiments. He 
considered the book one of the best 
published. He felt that those who 
criticized most are those who> would 
not be willing to sacrifice time and 
money as the brethren had done. 
When a new idea comes out, people 
usually express themselves. Here are 
a few extracts from letters the Hym-
nal Committee received (E. 7.1909) : 
" W e cannot express our appreciat ion for 
the new book. I t is doing so much for our 
home." 
" I t hough t the book would be a fai lure 
from the s ta r t , but I a m wonderfully sur-
pr ised to see w h a t a t r ea su re of song we 
have in one volume." 
" A t first I was prejudiced aga ins t i t , bu t 
for curiosity examined it, and am now all 
the more pleased wi th i t ." 
" I am glad for the German appendix. 
Whi le I cannot r ead i t for myself, yet I a m 
iglad to have it for those t h a t can read i t ." 
"There a r e several hymns and especially 
one t h a t touched a bad habi t in my life. A t 
first I was insulted when I read it, but I 
t hank God t h a t i t b rought me to th ink ing ." 
When this book came out some ad-
justments had to be made. One was 
that new song leaders had to be chos-
en since those who were the leaders 
could not read the notes. This was all 
done with a lot of love, which pre-
vented hard feelings. 
This was the book for our Church 
and it was cherished by those who 
used it. The Church was satisfied 
with this new book. It did last for 
a period of time as was hoped. 
There was little discussion in Con-
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ference about the hymnbook until 
1915. It was felt that there should 
be a small book compiled which would 
be adapted for revival meeting, Sun-
day School work, and prayer meeting. 
This idea was passed by Conference. 
There were to be approximately 100 
to 150 songs in this book. A commit-
tee of three brethren, J. R. Zook, S.R. 
Smith, and M. L. Hoffman, were to 
perform this task. By the kindness 
of the printer and publisher, E. 0. 
Excell, the majority of the copyrights 
were given gratis. This book was 
ready to be used in 1916. 
In 1922 a second revision of the 
church hymnal was published. Be-
tween the years of 1922 and 1934, 
12,000 copies of this third number, 
now entitled New Spiritual Hymns, 
were published. 
By the 1932 Conference the Hym-
nal Committee, V. L. Stump, C. E. 
Clouse, and R. H. Musser, realized 
the need for another hymnal. Also 
the plates for a majority of the songs 
were not available to publish another 
edition. The Hymnal Committee 
recommended to Conference that the 
Committee be able to investigate the 
matter of supplying the Church with 
a suitable hymnal after the present 
one was exhausted. During the fol-
lowing Conference year the commit-
tee took steps to secure the necessary 
information and data for compiling a 
new hymnal. This hymnal was to 
be of suitable size, containing largely 
standard songs and responsive read-
ings. This compilation should be 
done in such a manner that no 
changes would need be made for at 
least a period of twenty-five years. 
The following Conference, in 1933, 
E. J. Swalm, Laban Wingert, C. N. 
Hostetter, Jr., and Montfer Free were 
added to the other three persons 
mentioned earlier, thus forming a 
new Hymnal Committee. 
At the 1934 'Conference the Com-
mittee recommended that a hymnal 
containing approximately 700 num-
bers be published during the next 
Conference year. This hymnal should 
have songs under the following sug-
gested subject range: Worship; 
Adoration; Devotion; The Word of 
God; Prayer; Jesus Christ, His 
Advent, Life and Ministry, Atone-
ment and Sacrifice, Resurrection and 
Ascension, His Coming Again, Shep-
herd and Guidance; Christian Doc-
trine, Holy Spirit, Indwelling of 
Christ; Christian Life; Testimony and 
Praise; Invitation; Altar songs; Mis-
sions; Revival; Heaven; Funeral; 
Home; Mother; Church; Healing; 
Children and Youth; Choruses; Spe-
cial Songs; Special Occasions; and 
Responsive Readings. 
(W 
There was some discussion to the 
fact that a hymnal might be secured 
that is now in use. That was decided 
against since there might be certain 
features not too desirable for our 
fellowship. 
Prior to the first meeting of the 
Committee, the churches throughout 
the brotherhood were notified that 
individuals could send to the Com-
mittee suggestions for the hymnal. 
The replies were quite numerous and 
included around 900 hymns. 
In the compilation of this hymnal, 
most of the work was done the sum-
mer and fall following the 1934 Con-
ference. Two lengthy sessions were 
held at Bergers' Glen near West Mil-
ton, Ohio, a very commodious spot 
for such a strenuous task. 
The Committee met initially for a 
week's period critically reviewing the 
contents of such a book. A general 
understanding as to the place and 
proportion of hymns and gospel songs 
was reached. Individual songs were 
critically reviewed and every hymn 
or song selected had to have the ma-
jority vote of the Committee. 
A number of singers were with the 
Committee during this time. These 
persons would sing the songs again 
and again while the Committee judged 
the selection for inclusion in the 
hymnal. There was a quartet within 
the Committee who also helped by 
singing some of the songs. The late 
Samuel Berger and his wife had their 
piano tuned and their daughter Ruth 
served as the pianist. (The Bergers 
boarded the Committee for almost 
two weeks, accepting only a token 
payment for their trouble and ex-
pense.) The Committeee worked from 
6:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m with brief 
recreational recesses for playing cro-
quet or pitching horseshoes. 
In selecting songs, some were 
selected for sentimental values and 
as favorite songs. This did not leave 
room for other and better numbers. 
Some songs appealed so strongly to 
the Committee that they were willing 
to pay $50 for the copyright for "Face 
to Face With Christ My Saviour." 
The owners of "The Old Rugged 
Cross" asked $200 for the use of 
their copyright, but finally sold it for 
$25. In one or two instances the 
hymns were free, but copyrighted 
music such as "Guide Me, O Thou 
Great Jehovah," which written to a 
Welsh tune, had to be bought for $51. 
Many songs and hymns were 
offered to the Committee free, but 
were rejected. Some of the great 
songs were eliminated because some 
copyright owners gave these only if 
an equal amount of the songs not in 
great demand were used. 
Some months later the Committee 
returned after the work of classifica-
tion and arrangement had been car-
ried through, and again critically re-
viewed the entire content of the 
volume. Some numbers were ex-
cluded because of the high copyright 
costs, but by and large the Commit-
tee used the hymns and gospel songs 
they had desired. 
This hymnal has been a good seller. 
A few expressions made by other 
hymnal publishers are, "There never 
was a song book published like this 
one," and, "Your book contains the 
cream of all songs." 
The cost of printing in all its 
phases was around $10,000. The cost 
of copyrights was nearly $3,000, and 
this was during the Depression. 
The initial run of the new volume, 
Spiritual Songs and Hymns, required 
a minimum of 10,000 in order to 
bring the price into line. To the 
present time there have been nearly 
100,000 copies of this book printed. 
In this hymnal there are 101 of the 
hymns used that were printed in the 
1876 edition. 
In this hymnal we have a number 
of songs composed and arranged by 
members of our church. They are: 
Charles Clouse, Anna Zeigler Hess, 
J. R. Zook, S. R. Smith, C. N. 
Hostetter, Jr., Ohmer U. Herr, 
Catherine L. Naylor (Eyer), Stella 
Heise, and Alfred Rotz. 
In the first year of this new hym-
nal nearly three-fourths of the edi-
tion was sold. This was beyond the 
expectations of the Committee. 
During the past hundred years our 
church has placed much emphasis on 
congregational singing as evidenced 
by the compilation of numerous 
hymnal editions. One of the first 
hymnal Committees wrote this state-
ment in the preface of the 1874 
hymnal, "The place occupied by the 
Book of Hymns in the Church is 
second only to that of the Bible." 
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